
            

        
                    
   

 

                                                             
  
State of Vermont 
Vermont Department of Education                    
120 State Street                                                                     
Montpelier, VT 05620-2501 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Superintendents; Middle and High School Principals 
CC:  VSBA, VSA, VPA, and VT-NEA 
SUBJ: Act 150 (Public High School Choice) Memo 
DATE: August 6, 2008 
 
This is the department’s annual communication about Act 150 (Public High School Choice) to 
inform you of relevant policy and/or legal issues, to enlist your continued participation in our data 
collection, and to request, of those who have not, that you send us copies of agreements covering 
school choice regions. 
 
2008 Legislative Change 
 
This year, as part of the Act 154 law reducing mandates in public education, Sec. 3(b) of Act 150 
was repealed. This section required the commissioner to collect information from schools (15 topics 
were listed) and report to the Legislature every January on the implementation of public high school 
choice.  
 
There has been no change to the substantive requirements of Act 150, which remain fully in effect. 
 
January 2008 Report on Act 150 
 
The January 2008 Report on Act 150 can be found at http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/ 
laws/act150.html 
 
School Choice Information 
 
The legislative change means that the department will no longer conduct the formal Act 150 data 
collection.  
 
Given that the law remains in effect, however, it will be useful to collect school choice information 
related to Act 150 with as little inconvenience to school staff as possible. 
 
The department will continue to ask schools to indicate which students are enrolled in school as Act 
150 transfers in the student census. We will not collect information on students who apply to transfer 
or enroll according to an Act 150 agreement (the lottery data). The Act 150 data forms were 
delivered to schools prior to the legislative change and can be disregarded. 
 
To ensure that choice is made available to students who wish to take part, schools must observe Act 
150 requirements related to the number of students allowed to transfer from schools (as reflected in 
the attached January 2005 memo) and the capacity of schools to accept students.  
 
 

http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/laws/act150.html#report_08
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Regional Agreements 
  
The department will still collect, on an annual basis, the composition of school choice regions, 
and receive for review all school choice agreements.  
 
We have received copies of seven agreements covering 44 schools from Winooski Valley (18 
schools), Southeast Region (11), Rutland (7), Addison (3), Concord and Danville, Enosburg and 
Richford, and Enosburg and Missisquoi.  
 
If your district has not yet sent copies of agreements in which you participate, please do so no 
later than August 15th and send them to:  
 
Peter Thoms, Vermont Department of Education, 120 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05620-2501; 
or e-mail peter.thoms@state.vt.us 
 
We appreciate your continued efforts to implement Act 150.  
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